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Town of Westlock respectfully acknowledges that we live, 
work, and play on the traditional and ancestral territories of 
many Indigenous, First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples. We 
acknowledge that what we call Alberta is the traditional and 

ancestral territory of many peoples, presently subject to Treaties 
4, 6, 7, 8 and 10 and Six Regions of the Métis Nation of Alberta. We 
acknowledge the courageous and resilient community leadership 
of Indigenous leaders, of all ages, knowledge keepers, and Elders 

who are still with us today and those who have gone before us. We 
make this acknowledgement as an act of reconciliation, gratitude, 

and commitment to pursuing an inclusive, collaborative, and 
respectful path towards building strong communities.
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•	 Emergency Management Committee
•	 Employee Collective Bargaining Committee
•	 FCSS Advisory Board
•	 Financial Framework Task Force
•	 Homeland Housing Board
•	 Municipal Planning Commission (MPC) (alternate)
•	 Westlock Economic Region Committee
•	 Westlock Intermunicipal Library Board
•	 Westlock Regional Municipal Airport Advisory Board (alternate)
•	 Yellowhead Regional Library Board
•	 Westlock & District Tractor Museum Foundation (alternate)

JON KRAMER,
MAYOR

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL
For myself and my fellow Councillors, it is an 
honour to serve this incredible community. 
Westlock is a place where genuine kindness, 
community pride, and quiet strength are more 
than just values, they are the way we live. 

Every day, Council has the privilege of witnessing 
the care our residents show one another, the 
spirit of volunteerism, and the many ways people 
step up to build a better future together.

As we near the conclusion of this Council term in 
the Fall of 2025, we remain focused on finishing 
well, working hard to honour the trust placed in 
us, and laying a strong foundation for those who 
will lead next.

One of Council’s most important responsibilities 
is the recruitment and support of a strong 
Chief Administrative Officer. In CAO Wiley, we 
have a leader who is deeply committed to both 
organizational excellence and a culture that 
values innovation, collaboration, and integrity. 
Under her guidance, the Town finalized and 
began implementing key documents in 2024, 
including the Land Use Bylaw, Municipal 
Development Plan, and Recreation Master Plan. 
These plans are not just policy, they are action. 
By year’s end, we saw real and measurable 
progress in housing, economic development, and 
regional collaboration.

The Town’s Housing Accelerator Fund helped 
generate the most new housing starts in over 
a decade. Thanks to new grants, pre-approved 
building plans, and a streamlined permitting 
process, we’re seeing increased interest and 
momentum from builders and developers. 

Housing in Westlock is becoming more 
affordable, diverse, and available, creating 
options for families, newcomers, and seniors 
alike.

In economic development, our commitment to 
existing businesses remains strong. Downtown 
occupancy remains high, businesses are 
expanding, and uptake on Council’s tax-incentive 
and signage grant programs has exceeded 
expectations. New commercial opportunities, 
including a potential brownfield redevelopment 
are in the works, and the Province’s upcoming 
rebuild of Highways 44 and 18 will open even 
more doors for investment.

Perhaps most importantly, 2024 marked 
meaningful progress in our regional partnerships 
with Westlock County and the Village of Clyde. 
Shared services, economic alignment, and 
collaborative governance will be key to the future 
success of our region. Together, we are stronger, 
and I’m confident this spirit of cooperation will 
continue into the next term.

The work of municipal leadership is both 
challenging and deeply rewarding. It remains 
an honour to serve the people of Westlock. 
In the time we have left in this term, Council 
is committed to staying the course, finishing 
strong, and continuing to build a community 
where everyone can thrive.

With gratitude,
Jon Kramer, Mayor



2

IN SEPTEMBER OF 2024, 
COUNCIL ACCEPTED 

THE RESIGNATION OF 
COUNCILLOR ABBY KEYES. 
WE THANK HER FOR THREE 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 

TOWN OF WESTLOCK.

•	 Employee 
Collective 
Bargaining 
Committee

•	 FCSS Advisory 
Board

•	 Municipal Planning 
Commission 

•	 Westlock 
Economic Region 
Committee 

•	 Westlock & District 
Agricultural 
Society (alternate)MURTAZA JAMALY, 

COUNCILLOR 

•	 Emergency 
Management 
Committee 

•	 Employee Collective 
Bargaining 
Committee

•	 Health & Safety 
Committee (alternate)

•	 Regional Waste 
Management 
Services Commission

•	 Regional Water 
Services Commission

•	 Subdivision & 
Development Appeal 
Board

CURTIS SNELL, 
COUNCILLOR

•	 Community 
Events Committee 
(alternate)

•	 FCSS Advisory Board 
(alternate)

•	 Financial Framework 
Task Force

•	 Health & Safety 
Committee

•	 Municipal Planning 
Commission

•	 Regional 
Water Services 
Commission

•	 Yellowhead Regional 
Library Board 
(alternate)

DAVID TRUCKEY, 
COUNCILLOR

•	 Community Futures 
Tawatinaw Region

•	 Emergency 
Management 
Committee (alternate)

•	 Regional Waste 
Management 
Services Commission

•	 Regional Water 
Services Commission

•	 Westlock & District 
Agricultural Society

•	 Westlock & District 
Tractor Museum 
Foundation

RANDY WOLD, 
COUNCILLOR

•	 Community Events 
Committee

•	 Financial Framework 
Task Force

•	 Homeland Housing 
Board

•	 Naming Committee
•	 Westlock Economic 

Region Committee 
(alternate)

•	 Westlock Regional 
Municipal Airport 
Advisory Board

LAURA MORIE, 
COUNCILLOR
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IN MEMORIAM: 
COUNCILLOR CLEM FAGNAN
A LEGACY OF DEDICATION AND SERVICE

December 12, 2024
With deep respect and heavy hearts, we remember Councillor Clem Fagnan, who passed away on December 
12, 2024. Flags were lowered in remembrance across the community as we honoured the life and legacy of 
a man whose decades of public service helped shape the Town of Westlock into the community it is today.
Clem’s remarkable journey of community service began more than 50 years ago with the Westlock Volunteer 
Fire Department and grew into a lifelong commitment to public good. First elected to Town Council in 1983, 
his career in municipal politics spanned more than 20 years across five decades. Throughout, Clem was a 
steadfast advocate for regional collaboration, public safety, infrastructure improvement, and quality of life 
for residents.
Among his many contributions, Clem championed critical infrastructure initiatives, including upgrades to the 
sewer system and the formation of the Westlock Regional Water Service Commission, an enduring project 
that continues to provide clean, reliable drinking water to communities throughout our region. He was also 
instrumental in supporting seniors’ housing, notably through the establishment of Homeland Housing.
Clem’s dedication extended well beyond council chambers. He was a proud member of the Knights of 
Columbus, the Westlock Rotary Club, and a tireless supporter of local sports and service organizations. 
Through these efforts, he fostered connection, compassion, and community pride. His legacy lives on in the 
lives he touched, the services he championed, and the future he helped build for Westlock.
Thank you, Councillor Clem Fagnan, for your extraordinary service and unwavering dedication to our 
community.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

SENIOR ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

SIMONE WILEY, CAO
2024 was a year of significant transition, reflection, and forward movement 
for the Town of Westlock. As we navigated new challenges and welcomed new 
leadership, our commitment to service, transparency, and community resilience 
remained at the heart of everything we did.
In January, we welcomed Mayor Jon Kramer and Councillor David Truckey 
following a by-election that renewed our Council’s energy and focus. Their 
leadership has brought a fresh perspective and strengthened our collective 
commitment to responsible governance and open dialogue.
The year also saw our community deeply engaged in the democratic process 
through a municipal plebiscite. While the outcome drew national attention, 
it reaffirmed the importance of civic participation and the conversations that 

shape our values. We continue to reflect, listen, and learn—recognizing that inclusivity and belonging are 
essential for a strong and united Westlock.
In the spring, the Town faced a cybersecurity incident that tested our systems and response protocols. 
Thanks to the diligence of our team and external experts, we acted swiftly to protect resident information 
and operations. 
We celebrated a successful application to the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation’s Housing 
Accelerator Fund. We started implementing key initiatives to encourage growth and diversity in our housing 
options. The Town of Westlock Housing Action Plan began implementing key incentives to encourage growth 
in our housing options.
Throughout the year, we’ve remained focused on delivering high-quality services, strengthening 
infrastructure, and supporting the people and partnerships that make Westlock home. This report highlights 
not only the work that was done, but the values that guided us—resilience, accountability, and a deep belief 
in our community’s potential.
Thank you to our staff, Council, and residents for your continued trust and collaboration. Together, we are 
building a stronger, more connected Westlock for today and the future.

GERRY 
MURPHY
Director, 
Community 
Services

ROBIN 
BENOIT
Director, 
Operations

ADIL 
IMTIAZ
Director, 
Corporate 
Services

ANNETTE 
BOISSONNAULT
Municipal Clerk

DANIELLE 
POUGHER
Director, 
Planning & 
Development

DEBBIE 
MOTTUS
Communications 
Manager



13.98 kms 
Paved Collector 

Roads

23.29 kms 
Paved Local 

Roads

1.7 kms 
Collector 

Roads Gravel

42.3 kms 
Sidewalks

24.1 kms 
Storm Mains

3.35 kms 
Culverts

32.2 kms 
Ditches

56.67 kms 
Sanitary Mains

419
Catch 
Basins

103 
Flower Poles

3 
EV Chargers

2,385 
Private Dwellings

8 
Playgrounds

22 
Volunteer 

Firefighters

171
Hydrants

4,924
Population



15.74 acres 
or 6.37 HA 
Storm Pond

0.98 kms 
Paved Alleyways

7.86 kms 
Local Roads Gravel

10.2 kms 
Trails 

577
Sanitary 

Manholes

45.7 kms 
Water Mains

539
Water 
Valves

15 
Bylaws  

(new & amendments)
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Active Business 
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98.65 acres or 39.93 HA
Parks & Greenspace

13 
Policies  

(new & amendments)

25 
Park Benches
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Yield Signs

132
Stop Signs

217 
Storm 

Manholes

8
Social Media 

Channels

50
Flower Planters
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OUR COMMUNITY: RESILIENT, 
CONNECTED, AND GROWING
In 2024, the Town of Westlock focused on strategic initiatives 
to strengthen our community, enhance quality of life, and plan 
for the future. These efforts reflect our ongoing commitment 
to responsible growth, meaningful connections, and accessible 
services.

HOUSING & COMMUNITY CAPACITY
In 2024, we advanced community growth through strategic 
planning, housing initiatives, and development incentives. 
Support from the Housing Accelerator Fund (HAF) helped us 
fast-track priority projects, streamline permitting processes, 
and encourage residential development. These efforts are 
part of our long-term approach to making Westlock a vibrant, 
welcoming place to live and invest.

Housing Accelerator Fund (HAF) Progress
Funding secured: In February 2024, the Town was awarded 
$1.1 million from Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation’s 
Housing Accelerator Fund to support implementation of the 
Housing Action Plan. 
New home construction incentives: Launched in April 2024, 
the Residential Development Incentive Program offers $15,000 
per new unit (up to 4 units per property), plus a one-time tax 
cancellation of up to $5,000 per unit, fully funded by the HAF.
Secondary suite program: A new granting stream that 
provides $10,000 per suite for legalizing or constructing 
basement, garage, or garden suites was launched in April 
2024. Land Use Bylaw amendments were adopted in May 2024 
simplify permitting. 
Aspendale Area Structure Plan (ASP): Planning is underway to 
guide growth and ensure the availability of development-ready 
land for diverse housing types. 
Southview subdivision: Infrastructure uplift began in July 2024 
to create new lots. The subdivision opened for pre-sales on the 
18 shovel-ready lots on September 9, 2024. 
Permitting efficiency: September 2024 saw the launch 
of pre-approved building plans for homes and suites—a 
key improvement in permitting timelines and development 
efficiency. 

HEALTH & ACCESSIBILITY
Through ongoing investment in Free Family Fun programming, 
the Community Assistance Bus, and the Recreation Assistance 
Program, we have expanded access to recreation memberships, 
provided reliable transportation for seniors, and enhanced 
social connection for residents of all ages and abilities.
Westlock continues to lead the way as a regional hub for 
medical services, thanks in part to the dedicated efforts of 
the Westlock Attraction and Recruitment Program. This local 
initiative plays a vital role in supporting the recruitment, 
retention, and overall experience of medical professionals in 
our region.
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A standout moment in 2025 was the January 18 event, the 
result of diligent work throughout 2024 which welcomed 
a group of University of Alberta medical students to our 
community. The program included a guided tour that gave 
students the opportunity to learn about Westlock’s health 
facilities, meet practicing professionals, and experience the 
region’s supportive and welcoming nature firsthand.
These efforts not only showcase our community’s 
strengths but also planted the seeds for future health care 
partnerships. This work is part of a broader commitment by 
the Town and surrounding municipalities to promote access 
to rural health care and build long-term relationships that 
benefit both practitioners and residents.

INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE 
We continued with key infrastructure upgrades and 
maintenance on roads, water, and sewer, and reinforced 
our commitment to proactive asset management. Condition 
assessments and targeted maintenance projects supported 
long-term planning and helped protect the value of public 
assets while ensuring reliable core services.

107A Avenue Rehabilitation
Phase One, which involved replacing storm, water, and 
sewer infrastructure, was completed by October 2024, 
marking a significant improvement in utility reliability, 
drainage, and overall infrastructure resilience. In addition 
to underground utility upgrades, Phase One included the 
installation of new asphalt pavement, as well as curb and 
gutter systems. Phase Two is currently underway, continuing 
utility and road enhancements to support the long-term 
needs of residents living on 107A Avenue.

Annual Road and Sidewalk Improvements
We completed the second phase of sidewalk improvements 
along Main Street and finished a block of road resurfacing 
along 107 Street promoting active and safer transportation.

Heritage Building HVAC & Exterior Upgrades
Upgrades proceeded as planned in two phases aimed at 
improving energy efficiency and building appearance:
Phase One: Rooftop Unit & Ducting Upgrade
Replaced the rooftop HVAC unit on the south section of 
the Heritage Building and upgraded ductwork and fire 
separation within the mechanical room.
Timeline: October 2023 – January 2024
Phase Two: Exterior Envelope Wrap
The building’s exterior envelope was refreshed and insulated 
to enhance energy performance and visual appeal.
Timeline: January – July 2024
These improvements have optimized system performance, 
reduced energy consumption, and modernized the Heritage 
Building’s exterior.
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REGIONAL COLLABORATION
We continued with key infrastructure upgrades and maintenance on roads, water, and sewer and furthered 
our commitment to proactive asset management. Condition assessments and targeted maintenance 
projects supported long-term planning and helped protect the value of public assets while ensuring reliable 
core services.
Collaborating with regional partners remains a shared strength and priority. In 2024, we continued to foster 
strong intermunicipal and organizational relationships, recognizing that working together, where interests 
align, creates opportunities greater than any one municipality could achieve alone. This spirit of cooperation 
has been particularly evident in our joint efforts to advance regional economic development, culminating in 
the launch of the Westlock Economic Region initiative.

WESTLOCK ECONOMIC REGION (WER)
The Westlock Economic Region (WER) is a collaborative economic development initiative between the Town 
of Westlock, Westlock County, and the Village of Clyde providing a unified voice to promote the region to 
investors, especially in key sectors like agriculture. www.investwer.com

KEY FEATURES & ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2024
Official Launch
The region launched its united brand publicly in April 2024 with a ribbon-cutting ceremony attended by 
representatives from all partner municipalities and senior government officials, signalling the start of a 
concerted regional economic development effort.

Strategic Branding & Marketing
The region unveiled the investwer.com brand and website, showcasing the region’s strengths—particularly 
its role as “the heart and hub of Alberta agriculture.” This platform enables centralized information access 
and promotes the region’s land, labour, housing affordability, rail access, airport, and readiness for agri-
value investment.

Coordinated Representation
The partnership supports collective outreach at trade shows and investor events through collaboration with 
Invest Alberta and Invest Canada, ensuring WER speaks with a single, cohesive message.

Shared Governance & Funding
The three municipalities jointly fund WER and promote intermunicipal collaboration, aligning economic 
development priorities to serve residents across the region.

Sector Focus: Agriculture & Logistics
Agriculture is a central pillar of the regional strategy, leveraging strengths in farmland quality, rail access, 
proximity to Edmonton, and regional transportation networks—including the Westlock Municipal Airport 
and highway connections.
This regional partnership leverages shared strengths, collaborative governance, centralized marketing, 
and joint funding to position the Westlock region as an attractive destination for investment, especially in 
agriculture and logistics. This strengthens the Town’s relationship with Westlock County and the Village of 
Clyde and reinforces Westlock’s role as the hub within a growing regional economy.
Collaborating with regional partners remains central to our success. This year, we strengthened 
intermunicipal and organizational relationships to enhance service delivery, address shared priorities, and 
support long-term sustainability across the region.
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LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM
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Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM

LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM

LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM

LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM

LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM

LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM

LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM

LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM

LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3
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Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.
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The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.
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The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.
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Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.
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with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
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LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
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high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Westlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All PagesWestlock Economic Region_Investment Attraction Brochure-Inside-V7.indd   All Pages 2023-09-10   12:12 PM2023-09-10   12:12 PM

LAND, CLIMATE  + CROPS
LAND & SOIL 

The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.
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Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
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The Region’s main topography is undulating till  plain with over 3.5 million acres of fertile farmland. 
Elevation ranges from 1,700-2,300 feet (500-700 metres). Soil types are fertile and diverse.

CROPS & LIVESTOCK 

Agriculture is one of the largest industries in the province of Alberta, and the Westlock  
Economic Region consistently has some of the highest average crop yields in the province.  
Much of the earth here is “black gold,” top-grade soil for agriculture.

CLIMATE

The Westlock Economic Region has a continental climate  
with warm summers and cold winters. The temperature over the  
course of the year typically varies from -18°C to 23°C (0°F to 74°F).  
 
Average daily temperatures by season are shown in the table below.

LUVISOLIC SOILS
 high yield crops

BEEF CATTLEBARLEY

HOGSPEAS

DAIRY CATTLECEREALS 
(wheat, oats, corn)

POULTRYCANOLA

ORGANIC SOILS  
rich in decomposed plant and animal matter

CHERNOZEMIC SOILS  
high levels of organic matter

40% 25% 10%

LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS ALSO THRIVE IN THE REGION. 
MANY SUCCESSFUL FARMS RAISE: 

THE MOST COMMON AND BEST-GROWING CROPS  
IN THE REGION INCLUDE:

DAYTIME AVERAGE NIGHTTIME AVERAGE

SPRING (April — May) 12˚C (54˚F) 2˚C (36˚F)

SUMMER (June — August) 22˚C (72˚F) 11˚C (52˚F)

FALL (September — November) 8˚C (46˚F) 0˚C (32˚F)

WINTER (December — March) -6˚C (46˚F) -13˚C (9˚F)

The annual average 
rainfall is 18.5 inches.

HOUSING & LABOUR
Within Canada, Alberta and the Edmonton Metro Region are known 

for housing affordability and a young, highly skilled workforce.

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 1

POPULATION & WORKFORCE 3

$246,600
$1309

$729,044

AVERAGE MONTHLY RENT FOR 2-BEDROOM UNIT IN ALBERTA 2 
(October 2022)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN CANADA  
(May 2023)

AVERAGE HOME PRICE IN WESTLOCK  
(2021 Census)

1 Source: Canadian Real Estate Association  2Source: Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 3 Source: Government of Alberta

12,465

112,000

1.5 mil

$15/hour

765,895
WESTLOCK ECONOMIC  
REGION POPULATION  

(2022)

EDMONTON METRO REGION 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME  

(2020)

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL POPULATION  

(2022)

ALBERTA MINIMUM WAGE

EDMONTON METRO REGION  
TOTAL LABOUR FORCE  

(2021)

AGRIBUSINESS & AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING
The Region is home to a robust cluster of agriculture-adjacent 

businesses and agricultural processing facilities, including:

WE ARE LOOKING TO ATTRACT:

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING PLANTS

MEAT PROCESSING 
PLANT

ABATTOIR SPECIALTY RETAIL

MACHINERY AND  
EQUIPMENT DEALERS

SEED CLEANING PLANT GRAIN ELEVATORS

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS ALL MAJOR CANADIAN BANKS/
FINANCIAL SERVICES
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) plays a vital role in ensuring that the municipality’s 
policies and programs are effectively implemented. In accordance with the Municipal Government 
Act and direction from Council, the CAO advises and informs Council on municipal operations, 
while overseeing the administrative functions that keep the organization running smoothly.
The CAO is responsible for leading the following areas:

•	 Communications 
•	 Human Resources/ Occupational Health and Safety
•	 Legislative Services
•	 Fire Department and Emergency Management

LEADERSHIP THROUGH CRISIS: FIRE SERVICES & EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

2024 Training Highlights
•	 Completion of Firefighter Level 1 - Town and County Students ~100 hours of training 

(February-June)
•	 Completion of Fire Officer Level 1
•	 Alberta Vehicle Extrication Association - Four Members completed Heavy Rescue Training
•	 Surface Ice Rescue Training

Emergency Management Contributions
•	 Deployed a Town staff member to assist as Information Officer Assistant in Jasper Wildfire 

Complex in August 
•	 Hosted a Logistics Section Chief Course (March)
•	 Fire Chief taught an ICS200 (March)
•	 Fire Chief taught an ICS100 to Homeland Housing (October)
•	 Sent staff to ICS300 in Athabasca
•	 Fire Chief Completed ICS400 - Advanced ICS in Airdrie

2024 RESPONSES AND HOURS
Response Type Incidents Total Staff Hours

Vehicle Accident 22 189

Public Service – Assist Police Or Other Agency 26 78

Mutual Aid 4 71

Alarm – No Fire (Detector Activated) 57 34

Alarm – No Fire (Accidental/Miscellaneous) 13 18

Rubbish Or Grass Fire (No Dollar Loss) 8 18

Gas Leak – Carbon Monoxide Detector Activation 3 18

Resuscitation Call – Miscellaneous 7 15

Resuscitation Call – Respiratory Emergency 8 13

Fire 3 13

Emergency Exercise
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July 2024 Training

Training Facilities

ICS Training

Ice Rescue Training
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OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT
The Operations Department is responsible for many of the essential services that residents rely 
on every day. From clean drinking water to safe roads, this team ensures Westlock’s infrastructure 
is maintained, reliable, and responsive to the community’s needs.

KEY AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY INCLUDE:
•	 Roads and Sidewalks – maintenance, snow plowing, sanding, salting, pothole repairs, street 

sweeping, and traffic line painting
•	 Parks and Open Spaces – upkeep and seasonal care
•	 Water Treatment and Distribution – delivering safe, clean water to homes and businesses
•	 Wastewater and Stormwater Systems – collection, monitoring, and repair
•	 Fire Hydrant Service and Repairs

To deliver these services, our staff use a combination of skilled labour, specialized equipment, 
and modern technologies. This integrated approach allows the team to respond efficiently to both 
routine maintenance and urgent issues.
Like many municipalities, Westlock faces challenges such as aging infrastructure and budget 
constraints. Despite these pressures, the Operations Department continues to adopt innovative 
strategies to maintain high service standards while planning for future growth and sustainability.
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MAINTAINING WHAT MATTERS
2024 INFRASTRUCTURE HIGHLIGHTS

107A Avenue Utilities Renewal
A major underground infrastructure renewal took place along 107A Avenue. Work included the replacement 
of storm, water, and sewer mains, in addition to road surface and curb updates which improved reliability 
and drainage.
These upgrades enhance utility lifespans, reduce future maintenance costs, and support long-term 
community and development needs. 

Water Quality Response
In October and November 2024, residents reported unpleasant taste and odour in their tap water. In 
response, Public Works flushed the 46 km distribution network, improving water quality and reassuring 
residents that the water consistently met Alberta Health Services’ safety standards. 
This issue was linked to drought-driven changes in the raw water supply and an unexpected release of 
stagnant water from a newly built subdivision valve that was inadvertently opened during construction. 
Through diligent investigation and corrective action, the Town successfully mitigated the cause.

Upgrading Water Treatment Infrastructure
As part of broader regional upgrades, the Westlock Regional Water Services Commission is modernizing its 
water treatment system under a multi-year grant program.
Replacement of obsolete Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) monitoring components began 
in Fall 2024, enhancing remote monitoring and operational reliability.
A major rebuild of Clarifier One, a large tank critical for the removal of solids and other impurities, was 
underway, strengthening treatment capacity.
These improvements, supported by a $1.5 million Water for Life grant covering 50% of an estimated 
$3 million project, span approximately 90 km of regional piping—incorporating newer filters and reservoir 
capacity for long-term system resilience.

2024 TAKEAWAY
Despite confronting operational challenges, including taste and odour issues and equipment needs, the 
Operations staff responded swiftly. Infrastructure investments and system improvements in 2024 have 
significantly enhanced water quality assurance, monitoring capabilities, and overall treatment capacity for 
residents and the broader region.



15

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
The Planning & Development Department plays a key role in shaping the growth and character 
of the Town of Westlock. By guiding how land is used and developed, this department helps create 
vibrant, sustainable, and well-organized spaces that support quality of life for all facets of our 
community and region.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

Planning
The department develops and maintains statutory plans and bylaws—such as the Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP) and the Land Use Bylaw (LUB)—which govern how land may be used, 
subdivided, and developed across the municipality.
Long-term planning efforts include identifying future needs for housing, transportation, 
commercial growth, green spaces, and environmental sustainability. Strategic plans provide the 
framework to guide responsible development that reflects community values.

Development Review
Staff review subdivision and development permit applications to ensure alignment with local 
plans, bylaws, and provincial legislation, including the Municipal Government Act (MGA). They 
oversee safety codes, permitting, and inspections.

Community Engagement
Public participation is an essential part of effective planning. The department consults with 
residents, developers, and community partners to gather feedback on land use changes, policy 
updates, and major development proposals.

Economic Development
Economic Development supports local business retention and attraction efforts, promotes 
investment opportunities, and helps position Westlock as a competitive, business-friendly 
community. By working collaboratively with local organizations and regional partners, the Town 
aims to create a diversified and resilient local economy. Key responsibilities:

•	 Business Licensing and Support
•	 Investment Readiness
•	 Regional Collaboration
•	 Community Profile and Marketing

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) & Asset Management
Asset Management and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) help ensure that municipal 
infrastructure is maintained efficiently, replaced responsibly, and planned strategically. 
Together, these functions support data-driven decision-making and long-term sustainability. Key 
responsibilities:

•	 Asset Tracking and Lifecycle Planning
•	 Capital Planning Support
•	 Mapping and Data Visualization
•	 Compliance and Reporting

FRAMEWORK AND CHALLENGES
Municipal planning in Alberta operates within the legislative framework of the Municipal 
Government Act (MGA), which mandates that every municipality have a Municipal Development 
Plan and a Land Use Bylaw. Within these requirements, Westlock works to balance growth with 
sustainability, manage competing land use interests, and adapt to shifting demographic and 
economic conditions.

LOOKING AHEAD
Planning and Development continues to play a foundational role in shaping Westlock’s future. 
Through thoughtful planning, transparent processes, and community collaboration, the 
department is working to ensure that development aligns with both current needs and the long-
term vision for a livable, inclusive, and economically resilient community.
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TRACKING PROGRESS – PLANNING STATS AND DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

In the first Housing Accelerator Fund (HAF) 
reporting period from January 5, 2024 to January 4, 
2025, the Town saw 14 total net new housing units:

The Year To Date (YTD) permit values for new 
residential construction during this period was as 
follows:

Single Detached               Multi-Unit - Missing Middle*
                                                                  (*includes single-detached with secondary suites)

Building Permits               Development Permits

$7
,0

71
,6

00
.0

0

$5
,4

82
,0

00
.0

0

Residential Commercial

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT VALUE

Total: $12,601,100.00

Industrial Institutional

$3
7,

50
0.

00

$1
0,

00
0.

00

$4
,6

09
,0

50
.6

6 

$4
,7

96
,5

00
.0

0

Residential Commercial

BUILDING PERMIT VALUE

Total: $9,439,550.66

Industrial Institutional

$2
4,

00
0.

00

$1
0,

00
0.

00

Building Permits Issued: 61
Average Days to Approval (BP): 24

Development Permits Issued: 79
Average Days to Approval (DP): 12

2024 ANNUAL REPORTING

Active Business Licenses as of December 31, 2024: 492
New Licenses issued in 2024: 71

9

5

$5,650,100

$3,780,000

These are the Town’s highest permit values for residential development since 2008 and the most 
housing starts in a single year since 2012.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
The Community Services Department enhances quality of life in Westlock by providing access to 
health and fitness opportunities, maintaining recreation facilities, supporting community events, 
and overseeing municipal enforcement and social support programs.

RECREATION & CULTURE
Westlock Rotary Spirit Centre (WRSC)
The Rotary Spirit Centre serves as Westlock’s primary indoor recreation hub, offering an arena, 
field house, walking track, fitness and weight rooms, curling rink, community meeting spaces, and 
a children’s play area (“Kali’s Korner”). Its diverse programming ranges from public and shinny 
skating to open gym activities, supports fitness, social connection, and community events year-
round. 

Westlock Aquatic Centre
Featuring a six-lane pool with zero-depth entry, climbing wall, splash area, hot tub, dry sauna, and 
racquetball/squash court, and a virtual rec room complete with indoor golf, the Aquatic Centre is 
central to Westlock’s health and wellness offerings. It provides group lessons, aqua-fitness classes, 
lane and public swim sessions, and 24-hour gym access. 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS)
Westlock & District FCSS is a collaborative partnership between the Province of Alberta, the 
Town of Westlock (managing partner), Westlock County, and the Village of Clyde. This regional 
program delivers preventative social services and community support to individuals and families 
across the region.

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE
The Facilities team plays a vital behind-the-scenes role in ensuring the Town’s many buildings 
are safe, functional, and well-maintained. They oversee routine maintenance, building upgrades, 
and emergency repairs, all of which helps extend the life of municipal assets and supports 
uninterrupted service delivery.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT PROGRAMS
The Town funds the Community Assistance Bus to provide accessible transportation for those 
with mobility and financial barriers. In addition, the Recreation Assistance Program helps 
modest-income individuals and families by offering reduced fees for various community programs 
and services. This Town of Westlock program, administered through Westlock & District FCSS, 
ensures everyone in the community has the opportunity to participate in recreation and wellness 
activities.

MUNICIPAL ENFORCEMENT
Municipal Enforcement Services are responsible for the enforcement of local bylaws and select 
provincial statutes, with an emphasis on community presence and proactive engagement. In 
addition to bylaw enforcement duties, the community peace officer supports traffic control, snow 
removal coordination, and attends community events.
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ACTIVE LIVING, ALL YEAR ROUND
Recreation plays a vital role in community wellness, fostering social connection, mental health, and quality 
of life. In Westlock, residents of all ages benefit from two municipal facilities, the Westlock Rotary Spirit 
Centre and the Westlock Aquatic Centre which provide year-round opportunities to stay active, engaged, 
and connected.

Westlock Rotary Spirit Centre (WRSC)
The Spirit Centre continues to be a vibrant hub for local sports, arts, and community events. In 2024, the 
following programs and initiatives enriched daily life in Westlock:

•	 Westlock Community Art Club: A creative outlet for local artists.
•	 PD Day Camps and Summer Camps: Welcoming youth during school breaks with active and engaging 

programming.
•	 Fitness Classes: A variety of group fitness options to support personal wellness goals.
•	 User Groups: Home to teams and leagues including minor hockey, ringette, volleyball, pickleball, and 

lacrosse.
•	 Tournaments and Championships: Hosted provincial championships and zone-level volleyball and 

basketball tournaments, drawing regional visitors and boosting local pride.
•	 Community Events: A gathering space for graduations, fundraisers, Boo Bash, Easter Egg Hunt, and 

even a travelling circus.

Westlock Aquatic Centre
The Aquatic Centre continued to expand its programming in 2024, serving as a key facility for swimming, 
training, and recreation:

•	 Adult Swim Lessons: New programming launched in March to support adult learners in building 
confidence and skill in the water.

•	 Gators Swim Club: A thriving youth swim team promoting athletic development and team spirit.
•	 Lifesaving Society Swim Instructor Course: Offered in December, this course helped train the next 

generation of aquatic instructors.
•	 Community Events: Much celebrated annual Haunted House.

LOOKING BACK
Our recreation facilities are more than buildings, they are places where community takes shape. From 
childhood swim lessons to adult fitness classes and community-wide celebrations, these spaces help ensure 
Westlock remains an active and connected place to live.
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CORPORATE SERVICES
The Corporate Services Department plays a key role in maintaining the financial health and 
operational efficiency of the Town of Westlock. The department oversees critical functions such as:

•	 Budgeting and Financial Planning
•	 Property Tax Administration
•	 Accounts Payable and Receivable
•	 Utility Billing and Collections
•	 Insurance
•	 Information Technology Services

By ensuring accurate financial reporting, responsible budgeting, and the efficient management of 
public funds, the Corporate Services Department helps support every service and project delivered 
by the municipality.

UNDERSTANDING MUNICIPAL TAXES
Municipal taxes pay for the services our community relies on every day. From road maintenance 
and fire protection to parks and recreation, every tax dollar collected goes directly toward 
maintaining essential services and investing in Westlock’s future.
Here’s how your tax dollars work for you:

•	 Essential Services: Funding garbage collection, snow removal, and emergency services to 
keeping our town clean, functional, and safe.

•	 Parks and Playgrounds: Supporting revitalization projects that make neighbourhoods more 
welcoming and family-friendly.

•	 Infrastructure: Maintaining roads, sidewalks, and street lighting to ensure safe, reliable access 
throughout the community.

•	 Economic Development: Contributing to programs and projects that attract investment, 
support local businesses, and promote job creation.

•	 Community Programs: Funding libraries, community centres, and recreational programs for 
residents of all ages—from youth to seniors.
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WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM?

% WHERE

57 Net Municipal Taxes
12 Franchise Fees
10 Government Transfers Used in Operating
6 User Fees & Sales of Goods
3 Investment Income
4 Rental Revenue
1 Penalties & Cost of Taxes
7 Other Revenue
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WHERE DO 
YOUR TAX 
DOLLARS 

GO?
Based on Average House 

Assessment Valued at $265,000

PROVINCIAL ADD-ON’S
The Town of Westlock collects property taxes on 
behalf of the Government of Alberta to fund the 

Education and Seniors’ Requisition programs. These 
provincial requisitions account for 23.10% of your 

total tax bill.

20

Municipal Property TaxMunicipal Property Tax
%% DAILYDAILY MONTHLYMONTHLY ANNUALANNUAL WHEREWHERE

17.5 $1.72 $52.42 $629.05 Recreation
11.8 $1.16 $35.33 $423.91 Transportation Services
11.9 $1.18 $35.77 $429.20 Corporate Support
5.0 $0.50 $15.06 $180.70 Protective Services

6.7 $0.66 $19.98 $239.79 Land Use Planning, Zoning, 
Land & Development

4.2 $0.42 $12.73 $152.82 Principal Debt Repayment

4.2 $0.41  $2.57 $150.81 Family & Community Support & 
Public Health

2.9 $0.28 $8.61 $103.36 Parks
3.9 $0.29 $8.94 $107.30 Corporate Expenditures
2.2 $0.21 $6.50 $77.96 Legislative

5.7 $0.57 $17.24 $206.87 Net Transfers to Savings for 
Future Capital

1.8 $0.18 $5.35 $64.23 Culture

Provincial RequisitionsProvincial Requisitions
4.7 $0.46 $14.12 $169.44 Seniors Requisition 

18.4 $1.82 $55.25 $662.98 Education Requisition 
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WHERE DOES THE UTILITY 
REVENUE COME FROM?

WHERE DO UTILITY 
DOLLARS GO?

% WHERE

97 User Fees & Sales of Goods
3 Government Transfers Used in Operating
0 Other Revenue

% WHERE

62 Water Supply & Distribution
5 Wastewater Treatment & Disposal

15 Waste Management
4 Principal Debt Repayment

14 New Transfers to Savings for Future Capital
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
•	 Taxation and Budget Planning: A projected 2.9% tax increase was planned for 2025, with proposed 

increases of 5.5% in 2026 and 4% in 2027, to support sustainable growth and infrastructure 
improvements.

•	 Cybersecurity Incident: The Town experienced a cybersecurity attack in 2024, prompting a 
comprehensive review to assess data compromise and leading to increased investment in data security 
measures.  

BUDGETING FOR SERVICE AND LONG-TERM PLANNING
Each year, the Town of Westlock develops an Operating and Capital Budget that balances immediate service 
delivery with long-term priorities. Guided by Council’s strategic direction and community needs, the 2024 
budget reflects a continued commitment to financial responsibility and future growth.

OPERATING BUDGET: SUPPORTING EVERYDAY SERVICES

The Operating Budget funds essential services such as:
•	 Administration
•	 Fire Services
•	 Recreation and Culture
•	 Road Maintenance and Bylaw Enforcement
•	 Facility Operations

These services keep our community safe, accessible, and running smoothly.

Capital Budget: Investing in Infrastructure
The Capital Budget focuses on renewal and growth, including:

•	 Road and sidewalk rehabilitation
•	 Park and facility upgrades
•	 Fire and fleet equipment replacement
•	 Building and utility infrastructure improvements

Responsible Financial Management
The 2024 audited financial statements confirm the Town’s strong financial position and compliance with 
public sector standards. Highlights include:

•	 Year-end financial results
•	 Revenue and expenditure breakdowns
•	 Reserve fund balances

Your Taxes at Work
Municipal taxes fund vital services and long-term improvements, including snow removal, parks, roads and 
sidewalks, and infrastructure upgrades. Every dollar supports a stronger, more connected Westlock for 
today and into the future.
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FROM PLANS TO PROGRESS
INFRASTRUCTURE & FACILITIES

•	 107A Avenue Rehabilitation – Phase One Completed
•	 Heritage Building Renovations: Completed in June 2024, the project included HVAC system upgrades, 

improved insulation, and enhanced curb appeal, with funding from the Northern and Regional Economic 
Development program and Municipal Building Reserve.

•	 Southview Subdivision Ground-breaking: 18 new lots and infrastructure improvements including the 
extension of 99 Ave and 93 Street

•	 Mountie Park Campground Expansion and services upgrade
•	 Dry Sauna at Aquatic Centre
•	 Public Works Operations Centre
•	 Westlock Rotary Spirit Centre Parking Lot Expansion

POLICY & PLANNING
•	 Municipal Development Plan (MDP) Refresh Adoption. October 28, 2024 – Comprehensive refresh  

with 22+ months public engagement process
•	 Economic Development Grants Policy
•	 Aspendale Area Structure Plan (ASP): Initiated in December 2024, the ASP aims to prepare the 

Aspendale neighbourhood for future residential development, addressing housing shortages and 
integrating sustainable infrastructure

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
•	 Non-Residential Tax Incentive Program: First applications approved under the Town’s new Non-

Residential Tax Incentive Program.
•	 Business Signage Grant Program: 7 projects approved and funded for new and updated business 

signage under the Town’s new Economic Development Grants program
•	 Rural Renewal Program: Program paused in Fall 2024 due to backlogs in the provincial process, 

housing shortages, and employers reaching their maximum allotment of candidate endorsements. Prior 
to the pause, 88 endorsement letters were issued by the Town to connect participating employers with 
qualified workers.
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DEVELOPMENT SPOTLIGHT

Brownfield Tax Incentive Program: New 
program approved by Council in December 
2024, offering a 5-year tax exemption for new 
developments on Brownfield sites. Brownfields 
are vacant or underused properties where past 
industrial or commercial activities may have caused 
environmental contamination. These sites, often 
located in strategic areas, can be safely revitalized 
through remediation and redevelopment, 
supporting economic growth and land reuse in the 
community
Business Spotlights: New monthly spotlight series, 
highlighting a local business. Thank you to our 
participants: Basile’s 2 for 1, Pristine Floral, Bloom 

Bake Shop, Lou’s Pastimes & Treasures, Rumble 
& Tumble, Westlock Butcher Shop, Health Smart, 
Westlock Funeral Home, Flower Barn, and A&M 
Shoes & Clothing.
Small Business Week: As part of Small Business 
Week, we asked local consumers to nominate 
their favourite local businesses and were thrilled 
to showcase the following local businesses: Kerri’s 
Café, Pricelock Realty, Eagle Excavating, Angela 
Boelman’s Therapeutic Massage, and Tareena 
Barkman RMT.

HOUSING
•	 CMHC Housing Accelerator Fund (HAF): 

The 2022 Federal Budget provided $4 billion 
in funding in order to launch the Housing 
Accelerator Fund (HAF) to accelerate housing 
development across Canada. The Fund was an 
application-based program, overseen by the 
Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) with a single application window in 
2023. The Town of Westlock submitted its 
application in August 2023 and was awarded 
$1.1 million in funding in early 2024 to use 
towards its Housing Action Plan initiatives.

•	 Housing Action Plan: The Housing Action 
Plan was developed by Town administration 
to address the Town’s unique housing needs 
and context. It targets both immediate supply 
concerns and long-term housing system 
improvements, and meeting the 3-year 
execution timeline. Westlock Town Council 
endorsed the Housing Action Plan on July 10, 
2023.

Progress to Date
Secondary, Garden & Garage Suite Program: On 
April 22, the Town of Westlock Council adopted 
a Residential Development Grants Policy that 
included a grant stream for secondary, garage and 
garden suites. This stream offers a $10,000 per 
suite grant for new suites or existing non-permitted 
suites which are brought up to code. This program 
is fully funded by the Housing Accelerator Fund 
and was fully allocated due to the number of 
applications received in 2024.
On May 10, the Town of Westlock Council passed 
amendments to the Town’s Land Use Bylaw, which 
improved the application process and provided 
surety for those adding a suite to an R1 (Low-
Density Residential District) zoned property.
Funding from this grant will be available annually 
through 2027.
Residential Development Incentive Program: 
On April 22, the Town of Westlock Council adopted 
a Residential Development Grants Policy and a 
Residential Tax Incentive Bylaw. 
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These created a New Construction grant stream offering $15,000 per unit for the construction of 
up to four (4) units per property as well as a one-time tax cancellation of up to $5,000 per new 
housing unit in the year following occupancy. These programs are fully funded by the Housing 
Accelerator Fund and were fully allocated due to the number of applications received in 2024.
Aspendale Area Structure Plan (ASP): Work on the Aspendale ASP Project began in November 
2024, which will result in an ASP for the undeveloped areas of the Aspendale neighbourhood. 
This will prepare those lands for future development to ensure the Town retains a sufficient 
supply of development-ready land while advocating for a variety of housing types to meet broader 
community needs. The Town retained the services of Bearisto & Associates Engineering (BASE) to 
create the ASP in close consultation with Town Administration, Council, landowners, and other 
important parties such as provincial agencies. 
Southview Subdivision: The Town announced the ground-breaking of its Southview Subdivision 
Project, which added 18 new lots within the existing residential community of Southview, 
enhancing connectivity and providing a cohesive living environment for residents. This marked the 
beginning of the required infrastructure improvements for the project, including the extension of 
99 Avenue and 93 Street, which were completed in 2024, with the final lift of asphalt and shallow 
utility install to be completed in 2025.
Pre-approved Building Plans: In September 2024, the Town announced the availability of  
pre-approved plans for new residential homes, garden, and garage suites available for licensing at 
a one-time fee through the Planning and Development Department, marking another milestone 
in the Westlock Housing Action Plan. This significant step supports the continued momentum of 
the Town’s strategic initiatives to address housing needs. With a variety of styles and floor plans, 
there are many plans to choose from: four (4) single detached, two (2) semi-detached, one (1) row-
housing, and two (2) each for garage and garden suites.
The availability of pre-approved plans will make it easier for residents, builders, and contractors to 
access high-quality construction options and will streamline the development process. These plans 

can be used with the Residential Development and Rental Suite 
Incentive Programs.
Build In Westlock event: A November presentation to 
developers and builders.
Municipal Development Plan (MDP) adoption: On October 
28, 2024, Town Council adopted its refreshed Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP), which will guide Administration and 
Council in decisions regarding growth and development over 
the next 20 years. The project took place from November 2022 
through the Fall of 2024. The project included an iterative public 
engagement component, which targeted a range of participants 
including residents, business owners, user groups, and the 
general public.
Feedback from all participants was used by the Project Team 
to clarify the community’s needs, wants, and concerns, identify 
targeted revisions, and to finalize the refreshed MDP which 
features a refined vision, guiding principles, and updated 
policy guidance for key areas of concern including economic 
development, infrastructure and housing.  
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A LOOK BACK AT 2024: 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED
Throughout 2024, the Town of Westlock Community Events Committee organized a range of free family 
activities, including:

•	 Easter Egg Hunt brought joy to local families as children gathered at the Westlock Rotary Spirit Centre 
to search for colourful eggs and exciting prizes.

•	 Canada Day Celebrations Hosted on July 1, 2024, at École Westlock Elementary School, featuring 
various festivities organized by the Town of Westlock Community Events Committee. 

•	 National Day for Truth and Reconciliation The Town hosted its annual Truth and Reconciliation event 
on September 19, featuring a blanket exercise, drumming, dinner, and educational activities. This annual 
gathering reflects our ongoing commitment to building understanding, honouring survivors and their 
families, and strengthening community connections through shared learning.

•	 Christmas Light Up & Parade Took place on November 22, 2024, offering an evening of free festivities 
for the community. 
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Activities and Events Around Town
•	 3rd Annual Town-Wide Garage Sale had 61 participants.
•	 National Volunteer Week BBQ hosted by Council at the Westlock Rotary Spirit Centre.
•	 Coffee with a Cop Engagement events held at the Westlock Library, fostering community-police 

relations. 
•	 Fire Prevention Week October 6-12, 2024, focusing on the theme, “Smoke alarms: Make them work for 

you!” to emphasize the importance of functional smoke alarms. 
•	 Open House & Pancake Breakfast Conducted on October 12, 2024, at the Town of Westlock Fire Hall, 

offering community members a chance to engage with local firefighters.
•	 Firefighter in the Sky Annual Fundraiser  The community’s generosity made this annual fundraiser a 

fantastic success!  Final totals: 4,902 lbs of food and $2,845 in cash. 
•	 Firefighters Ball The annual Firefighters Ball was held on November 9, 2025 and is our celebration of 

the Town’s dedicated volunteer firefighters. The Westlock Firefighter Association holds a silent auction at 
the Ball that helps raise funds for additional equipment and supplies, supporting the ongoing safety and 
readiness of our local fire service. 
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THANK YOU, WESTLOCK
Behind every program delivered, event hosted, sidewalk cleared, and service provided is a 
group of dedicated individuals who care deeply about our community. In 2024, we saw that 
commitment reflected in every corner of Westlock, from early mornings at the rink to late 
evenings in council chambers, from a friendly wave at the market to a helping hand during a 
storm.
We extend heartfelt thanks to our Town staff for their professionalism, resilience, and 
commitment to service. Your work often happens behind the scenes, but its impact is felt 
every day.
To our volunteers, your generosity and energy bring heart to everything we do. Whether 
you’re helping at a community event, coaching a local team, or serving on a board or 
committee, your contributions make Westlock more connected, vibrant, and stronger.
To our community partners, local businesses, and regional collaborators, thank you for 
your continued support and cooperation. Strong relationships help us deliver services more 
efficiently, advocate effectively, and grow together as a region.
And to our residents, thank you for your engagement and your feedback. You are the reason 
we do this work, and your participation, care, and compassion bring Westlock to life.
Community begins where our lives overlap, in shared spaces, mutual support, and collective 
care. We’re grateful to everyone who helped make 2024 a year of connection, progress, and 
purpose.
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10003 106 Street, Westlock, Alberta T7P 2K3
Phone: 780-349-4444  Email: info@westlock.ca
www.westlock.ca


