
































































































































































































Westlock Subregion, 2037 Population Pyramid (High Growth Scenario) 
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Both the base of the Westlock Subregion's 2037 population pyramid (representing youth) and the mid­

section of the pyramid (representing the prime 25 to 55 working ages) are noticeably wider in the high 

growth scenario relative to the medium and low growth scenarios. This is due to employment-induced 

migration being greater in the high growth scenario, where relatively more prime age workers migrate to the 

Westlock Subregion (along with their families). This results in a greater number of younger workers moving 

to the Westlock Subregion through the forecast period, who also contribute to a greater number of births. 

Employment Forecast 
This section describes the forecasts of employment in the medium growth scenario from 2017 to 2037. 

The tables below present each geography's total employment by industry, in the base year (2017) as well as 

forecasts for 2027 and 2037. Also presented are the net number of additional positions added through the 

forecast period in each industry, and average annual employment growth rates in each industry. 

Town of Westlock Total Employment by Industry Forecast, 2017 to 2037 (Medium Growth 
Scenario) 

New Jobs Avg Annual 
2017 2027 2037 (2018_37) Change 

(2017-37) 

I I Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 416 475 556 139 1.5% 

21 Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 186 206 232 46 1.1% 

22 Utilities 36 39 47 11 1.3% 

23 Construction 370 401 472 102 1.2% 

31 -33 Manufacturing 146 160 191 45 1.4% 

41 Wholesale trade 115 125 148 32 1.2% 
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New Jobs Avg Annual 
2017 2027 2037 (2018_37) Change 

(2017-37) 

44-45 Retail trade 453 502 594 142 1.4% 

48-49 Transportation and warehousing 175 191 225 49 1.3% 

5 I Information and cultural industries 25 27 31 6 1.1% 

52 Finance and insurance 82 89 106 24 1.3% 

53 Real estate and rental and leasing 36 40 48 11 1.3% 

54 Professional, scientific and technical services 163 177 210 47 1.3% 

55 Management of companies and enterprises 0 0 0 0 

56 Administrative and support, waste management 93 IOI 120 28 1.3% 
and remediation services 

61 Educational services 225 243 289 65 1.3% 

62 Health care and social assistance 448 486 582 134 1.3% 

71 Arts, entertainment and recreation 27 28 33 6 1.1% 

72 Accommodation and food services 268 289 344 76 1.3% 

81 Other services (except public administration) 198 217 258 60 1.3% 

9 I Public administration· 183 201 245 62 1.5% 

All industry categories 3,647 3,997 4,731 1,084 1.3% 

Westlock County Total Employment by Industry Forecast, 2017 to 2037 (Medium Growth 
Scenario) 

New Jobs Avg Annual 
2017 2027 2037 (2018_37) Change 

(2017-37) 

I I Agriculture, forestry. fishing and hunting 617 759 952 335 2.2% 

21 Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 114 133 159 45 1.7% 

22 Utilities 20 23 30 10 2.0% 

23 Construction 233 264 336 104 1.9% 

31-33 Manufacturing 105 121 157 52 2.0% 

41 Wholesale trade 88 100 128 40 1.9% 

44-45 Retail trade 166 195 250 84 2.1% 

48-49 Transportation and warehousing 139 160 203 64 1.9% 

5 I Information and cultural industries 8 9 11 3 1.6% 

52 Finance and insurance 42 48 62 20 1.9% 

53 Real estate and rental and leasing 17 20 25 8 2.0% 

54 Professional, scientific and technical services 99 112 145 46 1.9% 

55 Management of companies and enterprises 0 0 0 0 

56 Administrative and support. waste management 
45 52 67 22 2.0% 

and remediation services 

61 Educational services 122 139 180 57 1.9% 

62 Health care and social assistance 190 216 282 92 2.0% 

71 Arts, entertainment and recreation 24 26 33 9 1.6% 

72 Accommodation and food services 57 65 84 26 1.9% 
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New Jobs Avg Annual 
2017 2027 2037 (2018_37) Change 

(2017-37) 

81 Other services ( except public administration) 88 IOI 130 43 2.0% 

9 I Public administration 74 85 114 40 2.2% 

2,248 2,627 3,349 1,101 2.0% All industry categories --------------~---
Village of Clyde Total Employment by Industry Forecast, 2017 to 2037 (Medium Growth 
Scenario) 

New Jobs Avg Annual 
2017 2027 2037 (2018_37) Change 

(2017-37) 

I I Agriculture, forestry. fishing and hunting 37 46 57 20 2.2% 

21 Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 15 18 21 6 1.7% 

22 Utilities 6 7 9 3 2.0% 

23 Construction 25 29 36 II 1.9% 

31-33 Manufacturing 13 15 20 7 2.1% 

41 Wholesale trade 5 6 7 2 1.9% 

44-45 Retail trade 29 34 44 15 2.1% 

48-49Transportation and warehousing 14 17 21 7 1.9% 

5 I Information and cultural industries 0 I 0 

52 Finance and insurance 7 8 11 3 1.9% 

53 Real estate and rental and leasing 6 7 9 3 2.0% 

54 Professional, scientific and technical services 5 6 8 2 1.9% 

55 Management of companies and enterprises 0 0 0 0 

56 Administrative and support, waste management 
3 3 4 2.0% 

and remediation services 

61 Educational services 16 18 24 8 1.9% 

62 Health care and social assistance 19 22 28 9 2.0% 

71 Arts, entertainment and recreation I 0 1.6% 

72 Accommodation and food services 3 4 5 1.9% 

81 Other services (except public administration) 14 16 20 7 2.0% 

9 I Public administration 5 5 7 2 2.2% 

All industry categories 225 261 333 109 2.0% 

Summer Village of Larkspur Total Employment by Industry Forecast, 2017 to 2037 (Medium 
Growth Scenario) 

New Jobs Avg Annual 
2017 2027 2037 (2018_37) Change 

(2017-37) 

I I Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 4 6 7 3 2.7% 

21 Mining. quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 0 2.1% 

22 Utilities 0 0 0 0 
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New Jobs Avg Annual 
1017 1027 2037 (lO 18_37) Change 

(2017-37) 

23 Construction 2 2 3 2.3% 

31-33 Manufacturing I 2.6% 

41 Wholesale trade 0 2.4% 

44-45 Retail trade 2 2.6% 

48-49Transportation and warehousing 2 2.4% 

51 Information and cultural industries 0 0 0 0 

52 Finance and insurance 0 0 I 0 

53 Real estate and rental and leasing 0 0 0 0 

54 Professional, scientific and technical services I 0 2.4% 

55 Management of companies and enterprises 0 0 0 0 

56 Administrative and support, waste management 
0 0 0 0 and remediation services 

61 Educational services I I 2.4% 

62 Health care and social assistance 2 2 2.5% 

71 Arts, entertainment and recreation 0 0 0 0 

72 Accommodation and food services 0 0 0 

81 Other services ( except public administration) I I 0 2.5% 

9 I Public administration 5 6 9 4 2.7% 

All industry categories 20 25 34 14 2.6% 

Westlock Subregion Total Employment by Industry Forecast, 2017 to 2037 (Medium Growth 
Scenario) 

New Jobs Avg Annual 
1017 1017 2037 (lO 18_37) Change 

(2017-37) 

I I Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1,075 1,286 1,572 497 1.9% 

21 Mining, quarrying. and oil and gas extraction 316 357 414 98 1.4% 

22 Utilities 63 70 86 23 1.6% 

23 Construction 630 695 847 217 1.5% 

31-33 Manufacturing 265 298 369 104 1.7% 

41 Wholesale trade 209 230 284 75 1.5% 

44-45 Retail trade 649 732 891 242 1.6% 

48-49Transportation and warehousing 330 369 451 121 1.6% 

5 I Information and cultural industries 33 36 43 10 1.3% 

52 Finance and insurance 132 146 180 1.6% 

53 Real estate and rental and leasing 59 67 82 23 1.7% 

54 Professional, scientific and technical services 268 295 364 1.5% -
55 Management of companies and enterprises 0 0 0 

56 Administrative and support. waste management 141 157 192 51 1.5% and remediation services 

61 Educational services 364 401 494 130 1.5% 
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New Jobs Avg Annual 
2017 2027 2037 (2018_37) Change 

(2017-37) 

62 Health care and social assistance 659 725 894 235 1.5% 

71 Arts, entertainment and recreation 51 56 67 16 1.4% 

72 Accommodation and food services 329 358 433 104 1.4% 

81 Other services (except public administration) 300 334 410 110 1.6% 

91 Public administration 267 297 374 107 1.7% 

All industry categories 6,140 6,910 8.447 2,307 1.6% 

From a base of 6, 140 in 2017, total employment in the Westlock Subregion is projected to reach 6,910 by 

2027 in the Medium growth scenario. Total employment increases to 8,447 by 2037 representing an average 

annual growth rate of I .6% over the forecast period. Industries expected to post the greatest number of 

additional jobs through the forecast include Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting (497 jobs), Retail trade 

(242 jobs), Health care and social assistance (235 jobs). and Construction (2 I 7jobs). Industries recording the 

highest rates of growth in this scenario include Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting ( 1.9%), Manufacturing 

( 1.7%), Real estate and rental and leasing ( 1.7%), and Public administration ( 1.7%). 

Westlock Subregion Total Employment by Growth Scenario, 2016 to 2037 
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DRIVER EMPLOYMENT 
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This section describes the forecast of Driver industry employment in the Westlock Subregion from 20 I 7 to 

2037. The assumptions and compositions of these Driver industry groups are described earlier in this 

report. 
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Westlock Subregion Driver Industry Employment Forecast, 2017 to 2037 (Medium 
Growth Scenario) 

Resource Extraction 389 1.3% 

Urban Growth 213 254 304 1.8% 

All Driver Industries 1,565 1,871 2,239 1.8% 

Total Driver industry employment in the Westlock Subregion was estimated at 1,565 jobs in 2017. Each 

Driver industry group was assumed to grow at a scenario-specific average annual rate (outlined earlier in this 

report). Total Driver industry employment reaches 1,871 in 2027, and 2,229 in 2037. The Agricultural and 

Support Services industry group is not only the largest in terms of jobs, but is also assumed to grow at the 

fastest rate of these industry groups through the forecast period. From 963 jobs in 2017, this Driver group is 

expected to contain 1,432 jobs by 2037 (+469 jobs). 

SUPPORT EMPLOYMENT 

This section describes the forecast of Support industry employment in the Westlock Subregion from 20 I 7 

to 2037. The assumptions regarding these Support industries are described earlier in this report. 

The table below shows total support employment in the base year (2017), and forecasts for 2027 and 2037. 

The number of additional jobs added in each support industry through the forecast period is also presented. 

Westlock Subregion Support Industry Employment Forecast, 2017 to 2037 (Medium 
Growth Scenario) 

"1111 ''""''" 1i:1:.1-.-r. 11 

I 11 • Ill~ J,'1 ,ei,.,1 IIJf'_l_•_j • I I ,~, .. --. --- - Jm4} ..... ,:---... .... 
I I Agriculture, forestry. fishing and hunting 215 238 295 80 

21 Mining, quarrying. and oil and gas extraction 63 70 86 23 

22 Utilities 63 70 86 23 

23 Construction . 567 623 766 199 

31-33 Manufacturing 212 236 296 84 

41 Wholesale trade 209 230 284 75 -
44-45 Retail trade 455 499 612 158 

48-49 Transportation and warehousing i' 264 291 359 95 

51 Information and cultural industries 33 36 43 9 

52 Finance and insurance 132 146 180 47 

53 Real estate and rental and leasing 42 46 56 15 

54 Professional, scientific and technical services 268 295 364 96 
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Support Net Job 
Employment 2027 2037 Growth 

(2017) (2018-37) 

55 Management of companies and enterprises 0 0 0 0 

56 Administrative and support, waste management 112 124 153 40 
and remediation services 

61 Educational services 364 401 494 130 

62 Health care and social assistance 659 725 894 236 

71 Arts, entertainment and recreation 51 56 67 16 

72 Accommodation and food services 329 358 433 104 

81 Other services ( except public administration) 270 297 365 95 

91 Public administration 21,7 297 374 108 

All industry categories 4,575 5,038 6,208 1,633 

Total support employment in the Westlock Subregion is projected to increase from 4,575 in 2017 to 5,038 

in 2027, reaching 6,208 by 2037 (medium growth scenario). The support sectors exhibiting the greatest 

number of additional jobs through the forecast period include Health care and social assistance ( + 236 jobs), 

Construction(+ 199 jobs), and Retail trade(+ 158 jobs). 
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Appendix A 
AGRICULTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES - 'DRIVER INDUSTRY' NAICS DEFINITION 

This driver group contains some portion of employment related to the following (red text) industries (3-digit 
NAICS): 

lllJ,, I I - Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 

I I I - Crop production 

.._ I I 2 - Animal production and aquaculture 

Ill> I 13 - Forestry and logging 

Ill> I 14 - Fishing, hunting and trapping 

I 15 - Support activ1t1es for agriculture and forestry 

lllJ,, 31-33 - Manufacturing 

3 I I - Food manufacturing 

3 12 - Beverage and tobacco product manufacturing 

3 13 -Textile mills 

3 14 -Textile product mills 

Ill> 3 15 - Clothing manufacturing 

Ill> 3 16 - Leather and allied product manufacturing 

321 - Wood product manufacturing 

Ill> 322 - Paper manufacturing 

Ill> 323 - Printing and related support activities 

Ill> 324 - Petroleum and coal product manufacturing 

Ill> 325 - Chemical manufacturing 

Ill> 326 - Plastics and rubber products manufacturing 

327 - Non-metallic mineral product manufacturing 

331 - Primary metal manufacturing 

332 - Fabricated metal product manufacturing 

Ill> 333 - Machinery manufacturing 

Ill> 334 - Computer and electronic product manufacturing 

Ill> 335 - Electrical equipment, appliance and component manufacturing 

Ill> 336 -Transportation equipment manufacturing 

Ill> 337 - Furniture and related product manufacturing 

Ill> 339 - Miscellaneous manufacturing 

lllJ,, 48-49 -Transportation and warehousing 

Ill> 48 I - Air transportation 

Ill> 482 - Rail transportation 

Ill> 483 - Water transportation 
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484 - Truck transportation 

.... 485 -Transit and ground passenger transportation 

.... 486 - Pipeline transportation 

.... 487 - Scenic and sightseeing transportation 

.... 488 - Support activities for transportation 

49 I - Postal service 

.... 492 - Couriers and messengers 

493 - Warehousing and storage 

~ 56 - Administrative and support, waste management and remediation services 

561 - Administrative and support services 

562 - Waste management and remediation services 
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RESOURCE EXTRACTION - 'DRIVER INDUSTRY' NAICS DEFINITION 

This driver group contains some portion of employment related to the following (red text) industries (3-digit 
NAICS): 

~ 21 - Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 

2 I I - Oil and gas extraction 

... 212 - Mining and quarrying (except oil and gas) 

... 21 3 - Support activities for mining, and oil and gas extraction 

~ 23 - Construction 

236 - Construction of buildings 

237 - Heavy and civil engineering construction 

238 - Specialty trade contractors 

~ 31-33 - Manufacturing 

... 311 - Food manufacturing 

3 12 - Beverage and tobacco product manufacturing 

... 3 13 -Textile mills 

3 14 -Textile product mills 

3 15 - Clothing manufacturing 

316 - Leather and allied product manufacturing 

321 - Wood product manufacturing 

... 322 - Paper manufacturing 

323 - Printing and related support activities 

324 - Petroleum and coal product manufacturing 

325 - Chemical manufacturing 

... 326 - Plastics and rubber products manufacturing 

327 - Non-metallic mineral product manufacturing 

... 331 - Primary metal manufacturing 

... 332 - Fabricated metal product manufacturing 

333 - Machinery manufacturing 

334 - Computer and electronic product manufacturing 

... 335 - Electrical equipment, appliance and component manufacturing 

... 336 -Transportation equipment manufacturing 

... 337 - Furniture and related product manufacturing 

339 - Miscellaneous manufacturing 

~ 48-49 -Transportation and warehousing 

481 - Air transportation 

... 482 - Rail transportation 

... 483 - Water transportation 

... 484 -Truck transportation 
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._ 485 - Transit and ground passenger transportation 

._ 486 - Pipeline transportation 

._ 487 - Scenic and sightseeing transportation 

._ 488 - Support activities for transportation 

._ 49 I - Postal service 

._ 492 - Couriers and messengers 

._ 493 - Warehousing and storage 

~ 56 - Administrative and support, waste management and remediation services 

561 - Administrative and support services 

._ 562 - Waste management and remed1at1on services 
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URBAN GROWTH - 'DRIVER INDUSTRY' NAICS DEFINITION 

This driver group contains some portion of employment related to the following (red text) industries (3-digit 
NAICS): 

..,. 44-45 - Retail trade 

... 44 I - Motor vehicle and parts dealers 

.... 442 - Furniture and home furnishings stores 

443 - Electronics and appliance stores 

... 444 - Building material and garden equipment and supplies dealers 

... 445 - Food and beverage stores 

446 - Health and personal care stores 

... 447 - Gasoline stations 

448 - Clothing and clothing accessories stores 

... 451 - Sporting goods, hobby, book and music stores 

... 452 - General merchandise stores 

... 453 -Miscellaneous store retailers 

... 454 - Non-store retailers 

..,. 53 - Real estate and rental and leasing 

... 531 - Real estate 

... 532 - Rental and leasing services 

.... 533 - Lessors of non-financial intangible assets (except copyrighted works) 
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Appendix B 
While this analysis does consider how population, employment and economic growth have changed 

historically over time, forecasts are not based on historical trends. The forecasts are based on expectations 

regarding the future . In this report, assumptions regarding future growth are outlined. The historic data is 

important, does not determine expectations of the future. 

In reviewing the Town ofWestlock's 2015 municipal census, it is noted that there was a decrease in the 

Town's population as reported in the municipal census and the Federal census population reported for 20 16. 

A change in population/employment, in a specific year; while interesting and worthy of consideration in a 

longer-range forecast, does not provide significant information in and of itself, to project the future. 

Population in the Town ofWestlock and Westlock County has both increased and declined over the last 15 

years. While growth is projected to be smooth and consistent over the 20 year forecast. it is not anticipated 

that growth will actually occur in this way. There will likely be cycles of faster/slower growth relative to that 

which is projected, and likely some years of decline. This analysis does not attempt to model these growth 

cycles. 

As background, some historical context (2001-16) of population growth for both the Town and County is 

provided below. Note that the historical population growth of the Town, both with and without the 2015 

municipal census figure show a gradual overall increase in population over the historical period analyzed. This 

trend is slightly higher when the 2015 municipal census information is included in the analysis. It is also noted 

that there are increase and decreases in the population. 
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Town of Westlock - Historical Population with Municipal Census Result (2015) 

5,200 t 
5,150 +-----------

S,100 -t-~--------

5,050 

5.000 r 
4,950 

4,900 

4,850 i 
4,800 -~------

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

A similar historical pattern of population growth is exhibited for the County. As with the Town, there are 

increases and decreases, but the overall trend is a slight increase in population over the historical period. 

Westlock County - Historical Population 
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Combining the historical population of both the Town and County provides the following chart. Overall, the 

historical pattern demonstrates a slight increase iri overall population, with some increases and decreases 

over the historical period. 

Westlock Region - Growth Forecast: DRAFT 34 



Westlock Town and County - Historical Population with Municipal Census Result (2015) 
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This analysis has used data from Alberta Treasury Board and Finance to estimate base year (2017) 

population in each ~e~graphy, in estimating population changes relative to 20 I 6. Ce~Sl;JS Division I 3 incl!,.ldes 

the Westlock Subregion and these broader forecasts prepared by the province provide an indication as to 

how population growth may occur for the region. These projections were used as the basis for estimating 

population growth over the 2016-17 period for the Town, County and Village in our analysis. 
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